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ABSTRACT

A method of fabricating a semiconductor device includes
providing a substrate having a fin disposed thereon. A gate
structure is formed on the fin. The gate structure interfaces at
least two sides of the fin. A stress film is formed on the
substrate including on the fin. The substrate including the
stress film is annealed. The annealing provides a tensile strain
in a channel region of the fin. For example, a compressive
strain in the stress film may be transferred to form a tensile
stress in the channel region of the fin.
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FINFET DEVICE HAVING A STRAINED
REGION

CROSS-REFERENCE

The present disclosure is a divisional patent application of
the following U.S. patent application and claims thereof, the
entire disclosure of which is incorporated herein by refer-
ence: U.S. Ser. No. 13/416,926 filed Mar. 9, 2012 for “FIN-
FET DEVICE HAVING A STRAINED REGION™.

BACKGROUND

The semiconductor integrated circuit (IC) industry has
experienced rapid growth. Over the course of this growth,
functional density of the devices has generally increased by
the device feature size or geometry has decreased. This scal-
ing down process generally provides benefits by increasing
production efficiency, lower costs, and/or improving perfor-
mance. Such scaling down has also increased the complexi-
ties of processing and manufacturing ICs and, for these
advances to be realized similar developments in IC fabrica-
tion are needed.

Likewise, the demand for increased performance and
shrinking geometry from ICs has brought the introduction of
multi-gate devices. These multi-gate devices include multi-
gate fin-type transistors, also referred to as finFET devices, so
called because the channel is formed on a “fin” that extends
from the substrate. FinFET devices may allow for shrinking
the gate width of device while providing a gate on the sides
and/or top of the fin including the channel region.

Another manner improving the performance of a semicon-
ductor device is to provide stress on or strain in pertinent
regions of the device. For example, inducing a higher tensile
strain in a region provides for enhanced electron mobility,
which may improve performance. Thus, what is desired are
fabrication methods and devices that provide for stress/strain
in regions of a finFET device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Aspects of the present disclosure are best understood from
the following detailed description when read with the accom-
panying figures. It is emphasized that, in accordance with the
standard practice in the industry, various features are not
drawn to scale. In fact, the dimensions of the various features
may be arbitrarily increased or reduced for clarity of discus-
sion.

FIG. 1A is perspective view of an embodiment of a semi-
conductor device formed according to one or more aspects of
the present disclosure. FIG. 1B is a cross-sectional view of the
semiconductor device.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating an embodiment of a
method of forming a semiconductor device according to vari-
ous aspects of the present disclosure.

FIGS. 3, 4A, 4B, 5, 6, 7, and 8 each illustrate cross-sec-
tional views of one embodiment of a semiconductor device at
various stages of fabrication according to the method of FI1G.
2.

FIG. 9 is a flow chart illustrating another embodiment of a
method of forming a semiconductor device according to vari-
ous aspects of the present disclosure.

FIGS. 10, 11A, 11B, 12, 13, and 14 each illustrate cross-
sectional views of one embodiment of a semiconductor
device at various stages of fabrication according to the
method of FIG. 9.
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2

FIG. 15 is a flow chart illustrating another embodiment of
a method of forming a semiconductor device according to
various aspects of the present disclosure.

FIGS. 16A, 16B, 17A, 17B, 18A, 18B, 19A, 19B, 20A,
20B, 21A, 21B, 22A, and 22B each illustrate cross-sectional
views of one embodiment of a semiconductor device at vari-
ous stages of fabrication according to the method of FIG. 15.

FIG. 23 is a flow chart illustrating another embodiment of
a method of forming a semiconductor device according to
various aspects of the present disclosure.

FIGS. 24A, 24B, 25A, 25B, 26A, 26B, 27A, 27B, 28A,
28B, 29A, and 29B each illustrate cross-sectional views of
one embodiment of a semiconductor device at various stages
of fabrication according to the method of FIG. 23.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Itis to be understood that the following disclosure provides
many different embodiments, or examples, for implementing
different features of the invention. Specific examples of com-
ponents and arrangements are described below to simplify the
present disclosure. These are, of course, merely examples and
are not intended to be limiting. Moreover, the formation of a
first feature over or on a second feature in the description that
follows may include embodiments in which the first and
second features are formed in direct contact, and may also
include embodiments in which additional features may be
formed interposing the first and second features, such that the
first and second features may not be in direct contact. Various
features may be arbitrarily drawn in different scales for sim-
plicity and clarity. Additionally, the present disclosure may
repeat reference numerals and/or letters in the various
examples. This repetition is for the purpose of simplicity and
clarity and does not in itself dictate a relationship between the
various embodiments. Itis understood that those skilled in the
art will be able to devise various equivalents that, although not
specifically described herein that embody the principles of
the present disclosure.

Itis also noted that the present disclosure presents embodi-
ments in the form of multi-gate transistors or fin-type multi-
gate transistors referred to herein as finFET devices. Such a
device may include a p-type metal oxide semiconductor fin-
FET device or an n-type metal oxide semiconductor finFET
device. The finFET device may be a dual-gate device, tri-gate
device, and/or other configuration. One of ordinary skill may
recognize other embodiments of semiconductor devices that
may benefit from aspects of the present disclosure.

IMustrated in FIGS. 1A and 1B is a semiconductor device
100. The semiconductor device 100 includes finFET type
device(s). The semiconductor device 100 may be included in
an IC such as a microprocessor, memory device, and/or other
IC. The device 100 includes a substrate 102, a plurality of fins
104, a plurality of isolation structures 106, and a gate struc-
ture 108 disposed on each of the fins 104. Each of the plurality
of fins 104 include a source/drain region denoted 110 where
a source or drain feature is formed in, on, and/or surrounding
the fin 104. A channel region of the fin 104 underlies the gate
structure 108 and is denoted as 112.

The substrate 102 may be a silicon substrate. Alternatively,
the substrate 102 may comprise another elementary semicon-
ductor, such as germanium; a compound semiconductor
including silicon carbide, gallium arsenic, gallium phos-
phide, indium phosphide, indium arsenide, and/or indium
antimonide; an alloy semiconductor including SiGe, GaAsP,
AllnAs, AlGaAs, GalnAs, GalnP, and/or GalnAsP; or com-
binations thereof. In an embodiment, the substrate 102 is a
semiconductor on insulator (SOI).
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The isolation structures 106 may be formed of silicon
oxide, silicon nitride, silicon oxynitride, fluoride-doped sili-
cate glass (FSG), a low-k dielectric material, and/or other
suitable insulating material. The isolation structures 106 may
be shallow trench isolation (STI) features. In an embodiment,
the isolation structures are STI features and are formed by
etching trenches in the substrate 102. The trenches may then
be filled with isolating material, followed by a chemical
mechanical polish (CMP). Other fabrication techniques for
the isolation structures 106 and/or the fin structure 104 are
possible. The isolation structures 106 may include a multi-
layer structure, for example, having one or more liner layers.

The fin structures 104 may provide an active region where
one or more devices are formed. In an embodiment, a channel
(112) of a transistor device is formed in the fin 104. The fin
104 may comprise silicon or another elementary semiconduc-
tor, such as germanium; a compound semiconductor includ-
ing silicon carbide, gallium arsenic, gallium phosphide,
indium phosphide, indium arsenide, and/or indium anti-
monide; an alloy semiconductor including SiGe, GaAsP, Ali-
nAs, AlGaAs, GalnAs, GalnP, and/or GalnAsP; or combina-
tions thereof. The fins 104 may be fabricated using suitable
processes including photolithography and etch processes.
The photolithography process may include forming a photo-
resist layer (resist) overlying the substrate (e.g., on a silicon
layer), exposing the resist to a pattern, performing post-ex-
posure bake processes, and developing the resist to form a
masking element including the resist. The masking element
may then be used to protect regions of the substrate while an
etch process forms a recesses into the silicon layer, leaving an
extending fin. The recesses may be etched using reactive ion
etch (RIE) and/or other suitable processes. Numerous other
embodiments of methods to form the fins 104 on the substrate
102 may be suitable.

In an embodiment, the fins 104 are approximately 10
nanometer (nm) wide and between approximately 15 nm and
40 nm high. However, it should be understood that other
dimensions may be used for the fins 104. The height may be
measured from the fin 104 protrusion above the isolation
feature 106. The fins 104 may be doped using n-type and/or
p-type dopants.

The gate structure 108 may include a gate dielectric layer,
a gate electrode layer, and/or one or more additional layers. In
an embodiment, the gate structure 108 is a sacrificial gate
structure such as formed in a replacement gate process used to
form a metal gate structure. In an embodiment, the gate struc-
ture 108 includes polysilicon. In an embodiment, the gate
structure includes a metal gate structure.

A gate dielectric layer of the gate structure 108 may include
silicon dioxide. The silicon oxide may be formed by suitable
oxidation and/or deposition methods. Alternatively, the gate
dielectric layer of the gate structure 108 may include a high-k
dielectric layer such as hafhium oxide (HfO,). Alternatively,
the high-k dielectric layer may optionally include other
high-k dielectrics, such as TiO,, H{ZrO, Ta,0;, HfSiO,,
7r0,, 7r810,, combinations thereof, or other suitable mate-
rial. The high-k dielectric layer may be formed by atomic
layer deposition (ALD) and/or other suitable methods.

In an embodiment, the gate structure 108 may be a metal
gate structure. The metal gate structure may include interfa-
cial layer(s), gate dielectric layer(s), work function layer(s),
fill metal layer(s) and/or other suitable materials for a metal
gate structure. In other embodiments, the metal gate structure
108 may further include capping layers, etch stop layers,
and/or other suitable materials. The interfacial layer may
include a dielectric material such as silicon oxide layer (SiO,)
or silicon oxynitride (SiON). The interfacial dielectric layer
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4

may be formed by chemical oxidation, thermal oxidation,
atomic layer deposition (ALD), chemical vapor deposition
(CVD), and/or other suitable formation process.

Exemplary p-type work function metals that may be
included in the gate structure 108 include TiN, TaN, Ru, Mo,
Al, WN, ZrSi,, MoSi,, TaSi,, NiSi,, WN, other suitable
p-type work function materials, or combinations thereof.
Exemplary n-type work function metals that may be included
in the gate structure 108 include Ti, Ag, TaAl, TaAlC, TiAIN,
TaC, TaCN, TaSiN, Mn, Zr, other suitable n-type work func-
tion materials, or combinations thereof. A work function
value is associated with the material composition of the work
function layer, and thus, the material of the first work function
layer is chosen to tune its work function value so that a desired
threshold voltage Vt is achieved in the device that is to be
formed in the respective region. The work function layer(s)
may be deposited by CVD, physical vapor deposition (PVD),
and/or other suitable process. The fill metal layer may include
Al, W, or Cu and/or other suitable materials. The fill metal
may be formed by CVD, PVD, plating, and/or other suitable
processes. The fill metal may be deposited over the work
function metal layer(s), and thereby filling in the remaining
portion of the trenches or openings formed by the removal of
the dummy gate structure.

The semiconductor device 100 may include other layers
and/or features not specifically illustrated including addi-
tional source/drain regions, interlayer dielectric (ILD) layers,
contacts, interconnects, and/or other suitable features.

It is noted that the semiconductor device 100 illustrates a
cut-line 114 that indicates the cross-section illustrated in FIG.
1b.

The semiconductor device 100 has a strain/stress in the fins
104 for example, in the channel region 112. In an embodi-
ment, a tensile strain may be generated. The stress/strain may
be obtained using one or more of the methods, such as the
method 200, the method 900, the method 1500, and/or the
method 2300, described below with reference to FIGS. 2, 9,
15, and 23 respectively. The strain 116 is illustrated. In an
embodiment, the strain 116 is illustrative of a strain in the fin
104 that provides a tensile stress onto the channel region of
the semiconductor device 100. In an embodiment, the strain
116 provides a symmetrical stress to the channel region. The
tensile stress on the channel region may provide for increased
mobility in the channel region.

Referring now to FIG. 2, illustrated is flow chart of a
method 200 of semiconductor fabrication according to one or
more aspects of the present disclosure. The method 200 may
be implemented to increase a stress or stain provided in one or
more regions of a semiconductor device such as a fin-type
field effect transistor (finFET). FIGS. 3, 4A, 4B, and 5-8 are
cross-sectional views of an embodiment of a semiconductor
device 300 fabricated according to steps the method 200 of
FIG. 2. It should be understood that FIGS. 3, 4A, 4B, and 5-8
and the device 300 are representative only and not intended to
be limiting.

It should be further understood that the method 200
includes steps having features of a complementary metal-
oxide-semiconductor (CMOS) technology process flow and
thus, are only described briefly herein. Additional steps may
be performed before, after and/or during the method 200.
Similarly, one may recognize other portions of a device that
may benefit from the methods described herein. It is also
understood that parts of the semiconductor device 300 may be
fabricated by CMOS technology and thus, some processes are
only described briefly herein. Further, the semiconductor
device 300 may include various other devices and features,
such as additional transistors, bipolar junction transistors,
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resistors, capacitors, diodes, fuses, etc., but is simplified for a
better understanding of the inventive concepts of the present
disclosure. The semiconductor device 300 may include a
plurality of devices interconnected.

The method 200 begins at block 202 where a semiconduc-
tor substrate is provided. The semiconductor substrate may be
substantially similar to as discussed above with reference to
the semiconductor substrate 102 of the semiconductor device
100, described with reference to FIGS. 1A and 1B. In an
embodiment, the semiconductor substrate includes a plurality
of fins extending from the substrate. An isolation region (e.g.,
STI feature) may interpose the fins as discussed above with
reference to the semiconductor device 100. Referring to the
example of FIG. 3, a semiconductor device 300 includes a
substrate 102 having a fin 104. The semiconductor device 300
may be substantially similarto the semiconductor device 100,
described above with reference to FIGS. 1A and 1B.

A gate structure may be disposed on the substrate. In an
embodiment, the gate structure is formed on and/or around a
fin extending from the substrate. The gate structure may
include a plurality of layers such as gate dielectric layers, gate
electrode layers, capping layers, hard mask layers, and/or
other suitable layers. In an embodiment, the gate structure is
sacrificial such as provided in a replacement gate method of
forming a metal gate structure. Referring to the example of
FIG. 3, a gate structure 108 is disposed on the substrate 102.
Specifically, gate structures 108 are disposed on the fin 104.
Each gate structure 108 traverses the fin 104, separating a
source region from a drain region and defining a channel
region. In the semiconductor device 300, the fin 104 is illus-
trated as including a source/drain region 302 and a channel
region 304. The gate structure 108 may be substantially simi-
lar to as discussed above with reference to the gate structure
108 of the semiconductor device 100 of FIGS. 1A and 1B.

The method 200 then proceeds to block 204 where an
implantation process is performed. In an embodiment, the
process is a pre-amorphous implant (PAI). The PAI process
may implants a target region of a substrate, damaging the
lattice structure of the target region and forming amorphized
regions. The implantation process may include implanting
species such as germanium (Ge), silicon (Si), carbon (C),
xenon (Xe), and/or other suitable species. The implantation
process may be performed at an energy of between approxi-
mately 0.5keV and approximately 30 keV. In an embodiment,
the implantation process is a substantially vertical implant
(e.g., perpendicular to a top surface of the substrate.) In an
embodiment, the implantation process is a tilt implant. The
tilt angle may be between approximately 0 degrees and
approximately 30 degrees. Referring to the example of FIG.
3, a PAI 306 is incident the substrate 102 forming implanted
(amorphized) regions 308 of the fin 104. In the present
embodiment, the amorphized regions 308 are formed in a
source and drain region of semiconductor device 300

The depth of the implantation can be controlled by the
implant energy, implant species, and/or implant dosage. The
PAI process may implant the substrate with silicon (Si) or
germanium (Ge). Alternatively, the PAI process could utilize
other implant species, such as Ar, Xe, BF,, As, In, other
suitable implant species, or combinations thereof.

The method 200 then proceeds to block 206 where a buffer
layer is formed on the substrate. In an embodiment, the buffer
layer is between approximately 20 Angstroms (A) and
approximately 100 A. In an embodiment, the buffer layer may
be between approximately 2 nm and approximately 5 nm in
thickness. These thicknesses are by way of example and not
intended to be limiting. In an embodiment, the buffer layer is
an oxide such as silicon oxide. However, other compositions
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may be possible. Referring to the example of FIG. 4A, a
buffer layer 402 is formed on the substrate 102.

As described above, an implantation (e.g., PAI) is per-
formed prior to the formation of a buffer layer. However, in
other embodiments, a buffer layer may be formed prior to the
implantation process of block 204. In other words, block 206
precedes block 204. By way of example, FIG. 4B illustrates a
PAI 306 while the buffer layer 402 is disposed on the sub-
strate. The buffer layer 402 is formed prior to the PAI implan-
tation 306.

The method 200 then proceeds to block 208 where a stress
film is formed on the substrate. The stress film may also be
referred to as a stress inducing film In an embodiment, the
stress layer is a stress memorization technique (SMT) film.
The stress layer may be provided over the device in which
stress is desired and the stress of the stress film can be created
and transferred to an underlying features/layers. In an
embodiment, the stress film is silicon nitride (SiN). The stress
film may have a thickness between approximately 200 A and
approximately 400 A, by way of example. The stress film may
have a compressive strain (e.g., be a compressive stress film).
(It is noted that the compressive strain may be converted to a
tensile strain in a target region of the fin after block 210). In an
embodiment, the stress film is between approximately 10 nm
and approximately 40 nm in thickness. The stress film may be
formed by plasma enhanced chemical vapor deposition
(PECVD) and/or other suitable processes. Referring to the
example of FIG. 5, a stress film 502 is disposed on the sub-
strate 102.

The method 200 then proceeds to block 210 where a stress
inducing or transferring process is performed. The stress
inducing/transferring process includes a treatment that gen-
erates and/or transfers a stress from the overlying (compres-
sive) stress layer to an underlying region of the fin. In an
embodiment, the treatment includes an anneal process. The
anneal may include a rapid thermal anneal (RTA), a single
strand anneal (SSA), a laser anneal, a flash anneal, a furnace
anneal and/or other suitable processes. In an embodiment, the
treatment transfers a compressive strain of the stress film to
provide a tensile stress in the fin. Referring to the example of
FIG. 6, a strain (or stress) 602 is provided in the fin 104. The
strain/stress 602 is generated and transferred by the stress film
and/or the treatments discussed above. The stress/strain 602
may provide a symmetrical stress onto a channel region of the
fin 104.

The method 200 then proceeds to block 212 where the
stress film and/or buffer film is stripped from the substrate.
The stress film and/or buffer film may be stripped using
suitable etching techniques such as wet etch. The stress film
and buffer film may be removed in a single process or a
plurality of processes (e.g., distinct removal of each film).
The strain induced by the stress film may remain after the
stress layer is removed, for example, as the strain has been
transferred and “memorized” by a region of the fin. Referring
to the example of FIG. 7, the stress film 502 and the buffer
layer 402 have been removed from the substrate. The strain
602 in the fin 104 remains.

The method 200 then proceeds to block 214 where a junc-
tion is formed by performing a source/drain implant. In an
embodiment, a source/drain extension region is formed. The
junction may be formed using an ion implantation process.
The implantation may include introducing n-type or p-type
dopants. Exemplary dopants include arsenic, phosphorous,
antimony, boron, boron di-fluoride, and/or other possible
impurities. In an embodiment, spacer elements may be
formed abutting sidewalls of a gate structure prior to one or
more junction implantation processes. The spacer elements
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may include silicon nitride, silicon oxide, silicon oxynitride,
and/or other suitable dielectric materials. In embodiments,
the sidewall spacers include a plurality of layers, for example,
liner layers. In other embodiments, the implantation process
may be performed prior to the formation of any spacer ele-
ments and/or the spacer elements omitted. Referring to the
example of FIG. 8, sidewall spacers 802 are disposed on the
sidewalls of the gate structure 108. An implant 804 is incident
the substrate 102. The implantation 804 may provide a suit-
ably doped region in which to form a source/drain region
associated with the corresponding gate structure 108. The
source/drain region may include an source/drain extension
region.

The method 200 may continue to include further CMOS or
MOS technology processing to form various features known
in the art. Exemplary processes that may be performed
include the formation of contact features coupled to the gate
structure and/or source/drain regions and a multi-layer inter-
connect (MLI) having via and interconnect lines that may
interconnect one or more semiconductor devices formed on
the substrate. In an embodiment, the gate structure described
above is a sacrificial gate structure and a replacement gate is
formed using a suitable replacement gate (e.g., gate last)
methodology.

Referring now to FIG. 9, illustrated is flow chart of a
method 900 of semiconductor fabrication according to one or
more aspects of the present disclosure. The method 900 may
be implemented to increase a stress or stain provided in one or
more regions of a semiconductor device such as a fin-type
field effect transistor (finFET). FIGS. 10, 11A, 11B, and
12-14 are cross-sectional views of an embodiment of a semi-
conductor device 1000 fabricated according to steps the
method 900 of FIG. 9. It should be understood that FIGS. 10,
11A, 11B, and 12-14 and the device 1000 are representative
only and not intended to be limiting.

It should be further understood that the method 900
includes steps having features of a complementary metal-
oxide-semiconductor (CMOS) technology process flow and
thus, are only described briefly herein. Additional steps may
be performed before, after and/or during the method 900.
Similarly, one may recognize other portions of a device that
may benefit from the methods described herein. It is also
understood that parts of the semiconductor device 1000 may
be fabricated by CMOS technology and thus, some processes
are only described briefly herein. Further, the semiconductor
device 1000 may include various other devices and features,
such as additional transistors, bipolar junction transistors,
resistors, capacitors, diodes, fuses, etc., but is simplified for a
better understanding of the inventive concepts of the present
disclosure. The semiconductor device 1000 may include a
plurality of devices interconnected.

The method 900 begins at block 902 where a semiconduc-
tor substrate is provided. The semiconductor substrate may be
substantially similar to as discussed above with reference to
the semiconductor substrate 102 of the semiconductor device
100, described with reference to FIGS. 1A and 1B. In an
embodiment, the semiconductor substrate includes a plurality
of fins extending from the substrate. An isolation region (e.g.,
STI feature) may interpose the fins as discussed above with
reference to the semiconductor device 100. Referring to the
example of FIG. 10, a semiconductor device 1000 includes a
substrate 102 having a fin 104. The semiconductor device
1000 may be substantially similar to the semiconductor
device 100, described above with reference to FIGS. 1A and
1B.

A gate structure may be disposed on the substrate. In an
embodiment, the gate structure is formed on and/or around a
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fin extending from the substrate. The gate structure may
include a plurality of layers such as gate dielectric layers, gate
electrode layers, capping layers, hard mask layers, and/or
other suitable layers. In an embodiment, the gate structure is
sacrificial such as provided in a replacement gate method of
forming a metal gate structure. Referring to the example of
FIG. 10, a gate structure 108 is disposed on the substrate 102.
Specifically, gate structures 108 are disposed on the fin 104.
Each gate structure 108 traverses the fin 104, separating a
source region from a drain region and defining a channel
region. In the semiconductor device 300, the fin 104 is illus-
trated as including a source/drain region 302 and a channel
region 304. The gate structure 108 may be substantially simi-
lar to as discussed above with reference to the gate structure
108 of the semiconductor device 100 of FIGS. 1A and 1B.

The method 900 then proceeds to block 904 where one or
more implantation processes are performed. The implanta-
tion process(es) may include a pre-amorphous implantation
(PAI) and/or a junction forming implantation process (e.g., a
source/drain implant.) A PAI process may implant a target
region of the substrate, damaging the lattice structure of the
target region and forming amorphized regions. The implan-
tation process may include implanting species such as ger-
manium (Ge), silicon (Si), carbon (C), xenon (Xe), and/or
other suitable species. The PAI process may be performed at
an energy of between approximately 0.5 keV and approxi-
mately 30 keV. In an embodiment, the PAI process is a sub-
stantially vertical implant (e.g., perpendicular to a top surface
of the substrate.) In an embodiment, the PAI process is a tilt
implant. The tilt angle may be between approximately 0
degrees and approximately 30 degrees. The junction implant
may be performed separately or in-situ with a PAI process.
The junction implant may provide suitable dopants (e.g.,
n-type, p-type) to form a doped region. The implantation may
include introducing n-type or p-type dopants. Exemplary
dopants include arsenic, phosphorous, antimony, boron,
boron di-fluoride, and/or other possible impurities. In an
embodiment, the junction implant of block 904 forms a
source/drain extension region.

Referring to the example of FIG. 10, an implant 1004 is
incident the substrate 102. The implant 1004 forms implanted
regions 1002 of the fin 104. In an embodiment, the regions
1002 are amorphized. The implant 1004 may also or sepa-
rately provide suitable dopants (e.g., n-type or p-type
dopants) to provide a doped source/drain region 1002 of the
device. The regions 1002 may include a source and drain
extension region of semiconductor device 1000.

The depth of the implantation can be controlled by the
implant energy, implant species, and/or implant dosage. The
PAI process may implant the substrate with silicon (Si) or
germanium (Ge). Alternatively, the PAI process could utilize
other implant species, such as Ar, Xe, BF,, As, In, other
suitable implant species, or combinations thereof. The junc-
tion implant may include providing suitable n-type or p-type
dopants.

The method 900 then proceeds to block 906 where a buffer
layer is formed on the substrate. In an embodiment, the buffer
layer is between approximately 20 Angstroms (A) and
approximately 100 A in thickness. In an embodiment, the
buffer layer may be between approximately 2 nm and
approximately 5 nm in thickness. These thicknesses are by
way of example and not intended to be limiting. In an embodi-
ment, the buffer layer is an oxide such as silicon oxide.
However, other compositions may be possible. Referring to
the example of FIG. 11A, a buffer layer 402 is formed on the
substrate 102.
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As described above, an implantation (e.g., PAI and/or junc-
tion implant) is performed prior to the formation of a buffer
layer. However, in other embodiments, a buffer layer may be
formed prior to the implant process(es) of block 904. In other
words, block 906 may precede block 904. By way of example,
FIG. 11B illustrates an implant 1004 (e.g., PAI, source/drain
extension implant) while the buffer layer 402 is disposed on
the substrate. The buffer layer 402 is formed prior to the
implantation 1004.

The method 900 then proceeds to block 908 where a stress
film is formed on the substrate. The stress film may also be
referred to as a stress inducing film In an embodiment, the
stress layer is a stress memorization technique (SMT) film.
The stress layer may be provided over the device in which
stress is desired and the stress of the stress film can be created
and transferred to an underlying features/layers. In an
embodiment, the stress film is silicon nitride (SiN). The stress
film may have a thickness between approximately 200 A and
approximately 400 A, by way of example. The stress film may
have a compressive strain (i.e., be a compressive stress layer).
(It is noted that the compressive strain of the stress layer may
be converted to a tensile strain in a fin after block 910). In an
embodiment, the stress film is between approximately 10 nm
and approximately 40 nm in thickness. The stress film may be
formed by plasma enhanced chemical vapor deposition
(PECVD) and/or other suitable processes. Referring to the
example of FIG. 12, a stress film 502 is disposed on the
substrate 102. In an embodiment, the stress film 502 is a
compressive stress film (e.g., having a compressive strain).

The method 900 then proceeds to block 910 where a stress
inducing and/or junction forming process or treatment is per-
formed. In an embodiment, the treatment includes an anneal
process. The anneal may include a rapid thermal anneal
(RTA), a single strand anneal (SSA), a laser anneal, a flash
anneal, a furnace anneal and/or other suitable processes. In an
embodiment, the treatment transfers a compressive strain of
the stress film to provide a tensile stress to regions of the fin of
the device. Referring to the example of FIG. 6, a strain (or
stress) 1302 is provided in the fin 104. The strain/stress 1302
is generated by the stress film and/or stress inducing process.
The process of block 910 may also serve to form the appro-
priate p-n junction depth for the semiconductor device 1000.

The method 900 then proceeds to block 912 where the
stress film and/or buffer film is stripped from the substrate.
The stress film and/or buffer film may be stripped using
suitable etching techniques such as wet etch. The stress film
and buffer film may be removed in a single process or a
plurality of processes (e.g., distinct removal of each film).
The strain in the fin induced by the stress film may remain
after the stress layer is removed, for example, the strain hav-
ing been transferred and “memorized” by the fin. Referring to
the example of FIG. 14, the stress film 502 and the buffer layer
402 have been removed from the substrate. The strain 1302
remains in the fin 104. The strain 1302 may provide a sym-
metrical strain on the channel region 304 of the semiconduc-
tor device.

The method 900 may continue to include further CMOS or
MOS technology processing to form various features known
in the art. In an embodiment, spacer elements may be formed
abutting sidewalls of a gate structure. The spacer elements
may include silicon nitride, silicon oxide, silicon oxynitride,
and/or other suitable dielectric materials. In embodiments,
the sidewall spacers include a plurality of layers, for example,
liner layers. A source/drain region may be further formed
(e.g., in addition to an extension region formed as described
above). The source/drain regions may be formed processes
such as ion implantation, thermal diffusion, epitaxial growth,
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and/or other suitable processes. In an embodiment, a recess is
etched in the fin at one or more of the source and/or drain
regions. The recess may be etched using suitable etching
technology such as dry etching, plasma etching, wet etching,
and the like. In embodiments, the source/drain regions
include epitaxial regions formed on and/or above the sub-
strate. In a further embodiment, the epitaxial region may be
formed in the etched recess of the fin. Care should be taken to
preserve the strain provided by the method 900 in formation
of the source/drain region.

Further exemplary processes that may be performed
include the formation of contact features coupled to the gate
structure and/or source/drain regions and a multi-layer inter-
connect (MLI) having via and interconnect lines that may
interconnect one or more semiconductor devices formed on
the substrate. In an embodiment, the gate structure described
above is a sacrificial gate structure and a replacement gate is
formed using a suitable replacement gate (e.g., gate last)
methodology.

Referring now to FIG. 15, illustrated is flow chart of a
method 1500 of semiconductor fabrication according to one
or more aspects of the present disclosure. The method 1500
may be implemented to increase a stress or stain provided in
one or more regions of a semiconductor device such as a
fin-type field effect transistor (finFET). FIGS. 16A-24 are
cross-sectional views of an embodiment of a semiconductor
device 1600 fabricated according to steps the method 1500 of
FIG. 15. FIGS. 16A-24B provide a device 1600 that may be
substantially similar to the device 100, described above with
reference to FIGS. 1A and 1B. Specifically, FIGS. 16 A, 17A,
18A, 19A, 20A, 21A, 22A, 23A, and 24A provide views of a
semiconductor device corresponding to the cut 116 illustrated
above at FIGS. 1A and 1B. FIGS. 16B, 17B, 18B, 19B, 20B,
21B, 22B, 23B, and 24B provide views of the corresponding
semiconductor device according to the cut 114 illustrated
aboveat FIGS. 1A and 1B. It should be understood that FIGS.
16A-24B and the device 1600 are representative only and not
intended to be limiting.

It should be further understood that the method 1500
includes steps having features of a complementary metal-
oxide-semiconductor (CMOS) technology process flow and
thus, are only described briefly herein. Additional steps may
be performed before, after and/or during the method 1500.
Similarly, one may recognize other portions of a device that
may benefit from the methods described herein. It is also
understood that parts of the semiconductor device 1600 may
be fabricated by CMOS technology and thus, some processes
are only described briefly herein. Further, the semiconductor
device 1600 may include various other devices and features,
such as additional transistors, bipolar junction transistors,
resistors, capacitors, diodes, fuses, etc., but is simplified for a
better understanding of the inventive concepts of the present
disclosure. The semiconductor device 1600 may include a
plurality of devices interconnected.

The method 1500 begins at block 1502 where a semicon-
ductor substrate is provided. The semiconductor substrate
may be substantially similar to as discussed above with ref-
erence to the semiconductor substrate 102 of the semiconduc-
tor device 100, described with reference to FIG. 1. In an
embodiment, the semiconductor substrate includes a plurality
of fins extending from the substrate. An isolation region (e.g.,
STI feature) may interpose the fins as discussed above with
reference to the semiconductor device 100. Referring to the
example of FIGS. 16A and 16B, a semiconductor device 1600
includes a substrate 102 having a plurality of fins 104. The
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semiconductor device 1600 may be substantially similar to
the semiconductor device 100, described above with refer-
ence to FIGS. 1A and 1B.

A gate structure may be disposed on the substrate. In an
embodiment, the gate structure is formed on and/or around a
fin extending from the substrate. The gate structure may
include a plurality of layers such as gate dielectric layers, gate
electrode layers, capping layers, hard mask layers, and/or
other suitable layers. In an embodiment, the gate structure is
sacrificial such as provided in a replacement gate method of
forming a metal gate structure. Referring to the example of
FIGS. 16A and 16B, a gate structure 108 is disposed on the
substrate 102. Specifically, gate structures 108 are disposed
on the fin 104. Each gate structure 108 traverses the fin 104,
separating a source region from a drain region and defining a
channel region. The gate structure 108 may be substantially
similar to as discussed above with reference to the gate struc-
ture 108 of the semiconductor device 100 of FIGS. 1A and
1B.

The method 1500 then proceeds to block 1504 where a
source/drain epitaxial region is grown on the substrate. In an
embodiment, a recess is etched in the fin at one or more of the
source and/or drain regions. The recess may be etched using
suitable etching technology such as dry etching, plasma etch-
ing, wet etching, and the like. In an embodiment, one or more
photolithography processes are used to form masking ele-
ments such that the remaining regions of the substrate are
protected from the etching process. In an embodiment, the
epitaxial region is grown in the recessed region of the fin.

The epitaxial region is grown in/on the fin(s). The epitaxial
region may be grown by solid-phase epitaxy (SPE). The SPE
process may convert an amorphous region of semiconductor
material to crystalline structure to form the epitaxial region.
In other embodiments, other epitaxial growth processes may
be used such as vapor-phase epitaxy. The epitaxial region
may include silicon, silicon phosphorus, (SiP), or silicon
phosphorus carbide (SiPC). Other exemplary epitaxial com-
positions include germanium, gallium arsenide, gallium
nitride, aluminum gallium indium phosphide, silicon germa-
nium, silicon carbide, and/or other possible compositions. In
an embodiment, impurities are added to the epitaxial layer
during the growth (e.g., in-situ doping). Exemplary dopants
include arsenic, phosphorous, antimony, boron, boron di-
fluoride, and/or other possible impurities.

Referring to the example of FIGS. 16 A and 16B, a source/
drain region 1602 is provided on the substrate 102. The
source/drain region 1602 includes an epitaxially-grown
region.

The method 1500 then proceeds to block 1504 where a
pre-amorphous implantation (PAI) process is performed. The
implantation process may include implanting species such as
germanium (Ge), silicon (Si), carbon (C), xenon (Xe), and/or
other suitable species. The implantation process may be per-
formed at an energy of between approximately 0.5 keV and
approximately 30 keV. In an embodiment, the implantation
process is a substantially vertical implant (e.g., perpendicular
to a top surface of the substrate.) In an embodiment, the
implantation process is a tilt implant. The tilt angle may be
between approximately O degrees and approximately 30
degrees. Referring to the example of FIGS. 17A and 17B, a
PAI 1702 is incident the substrate 102 forming implanted
(amorphous) regions 1704.

The method 1500 then proceeds to block 1508 where a
buffer layer is formed on the substrate. In an embodiment, the
buffer layer is between approximately 20 Angstroms (A) and
approximately 100 A in thickness. In an embodiment, the
buffer layer may be between approximately 2 nm and
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approximately 5 nm in thickness. These thicknesses are by
way of example and not intended to be limiting. In an embodi-
ment, the buffer layer is an oxide such as silicon oxide.
However, other compositions may be possible. Referring to
the example of FIGS. 18A and 18B, a buffer layer 402 is
formed on the substrate 102.

As described above, an implantation (e.g., PAI) is per-
formed prior to the formation of a buffer layer. However, in
other embodiments, a buffer layer may be formed prior to the
implantation process of block 1506. In other words, block
1508 may precede block 1506.

The method 1500 then proceeds to block 1510 where a
stress film is formed on the substrate. The stress film may also
be referred to as a stress inducing film In an embodiment, the
stress layer is a stress memorization technique (SMT) film.
The stress layer may be provided over the device in which
stress is desired. The stress of the stress film can be created
and transferred to an underlying features/layers. In an
embodiment, the stress film is silicon nitride (SiN). The stress
film may have a thickness between approximately 200 A and
approximately 400 A, by way of example. The stress film may
have a compressive strain (e.g., is a compressive stress layer).
(It is noted that the compressive strain of the stress layer may
be converted to a tensile strain in a fin region after block
1512). In an embodiment, the stress film is between approxi-
mately 10 nm and approximately 40 nm in thickness. The
stress film may be formed by plasma enhanced chemical
vapor deposition (PECVD) and/or other suitable processes.
Referring to the example of FIGS. 17A and 17B, a stress film
502 is disposed on the substrate 102. The stress film 502 may
be a compressive stress film.

The method 1500 then proceeds to block 1512 where a
stress inducing and/or transferring process or treatment is
performed. In an embodiment, the treatment includes an
anneal process. The anneal may include a rapid thermal
anneal (RTA), a single strand anneal (SSA), a laser anneal, a
flash anneal, a furnace anneal and/or other suitable processes.
In an embodiment, the treatment transfers a compressive
strain of the stress film to a fin region to provide a tensile stress
in a channel region of the fin. Referring to the example of
FIGS. 20A and 20B, a strain (or stress) 2002 is provided
creating stressed region 2004 from region 1704. The strain/
stress 2002 is generated by the stress film and/or stress induc-
ing process. The strain/stress 2002 may provide a symmetri-
cal stress onto a channel region of the fin 104.

The method 1500 then proceeds to block 1514 where the
stress film and/or buffer film is stripped from the substrate.
The stress film and/or buffer film may be stripped using
suitable etching techniques such as wet etch. The stress film
and buffer film may be removed in a single process or a
plurality of processes (e.g., distinct removal of each film).
The strain induced by the stress film may remain after the
stress layer is removed, for example, as it is has been trans-
ferred and “memorized” by the fin region. Referring to the
example of FIGS. 21A and 21B, the stress film 502 and the
buffer layer 402 have been removed from the substrate. The
strain 2002 remains in the region 2004 of the fin 104.

The method 1500 then proceeds to block 1516 where a
junction region is formed. The junction region may be formed
using an ion implantation process to provide a doped region.
The formation of the junction may include suitably doping a
source/drain region of the semiconductor device (e.g., n-type
or p-type dopants). The implantation may include introducing
n-type or p-type dopants. Exemplary dopants include arsenic,
phosphorous, antimony, boron, boron di-fluoride, and/or
other possible impurities. In an embodiment, spacer elements
may be formed abutting sidewalls of a gate structure prior to
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one or more junction implantation processes. The spacer ele-
ments may include silicon nitride, silicon oxide, silicon
oxynitride, and/or other suitable dielectric materials. In
embodiments, the sidewall spacers include a plurality of lay-
ers, for example, liner layers. In other embodiments, the
implantation process may be performed prior to the formation
of any spacer elements and/or the spacer elements omitted.
Referring to the example of FIGS. 22A and 22B, an implan-
tation process 2202 is illustrated. The implantation 2202 may
provide a suitably doped region 2204 (n-type or p-type
dopants) in which to form a source/drain region associated
with the corresponding gate structure 108. The source/drain
region may include a source/drain extension region.

The method 1500 may continue to include further CMOS
or MOS technology processing to form various features
known inthe art. Exemplary processes that may be performed
include the formation of contact features coupled to the gate
structure and/or source/drain regions and a multi-layer inter-
connect (MLI) having via and interconnect lines that may
interconnect one or more semiconductor devices formed on
the substrate. In an embodiment, the gate structure described
above is a sacrificial gate structure and a replacement gate is
formed using a suitable replacement gate (e.g., gate last)
methodology.

Referring now to FIG. 23, illustrated is flow chart of a
method 2300 of semiconductor fabrication according to one
or more aspects of the present disclosure. The method 2300
may be implemented to increase a stress or stain provided in
one or more regions of a semiconductor device such as a
fin-type field effect transistor (finFET). FIGS. 24A-29B are
cross-sectional views of an embodiment of a semiconductor
device 2400 fabricated according to steps the method 2300 of
FIG. 23. The semiconductor device 2400 may be substan-
tially similar to the device 100, described above with refer-
ence to FIGS. 1A and 1B. For example, FIGS. 24A, 25A,
26A, 27A, 28A, and 29A provide views of a semiconductor
device corresponding to the cut 116 illustrated above at FIGS.
1A and 1B. FIGS. 24B, 25B, 26B, 27B, 28B, and 29B provide
views of the corresponding semiconductor device according
to the cut 114 illustrated above at FIGS. 1A and 1B. It should
be understood that FIGS. 24A-29B and the device 2400 are
representative only and not intended to be limiting.

It should be further understood that the method 2300
includes steps having features of a complementary metal-
oxide-semiconductor (CMOS) technology process flow and
thus, are only described briefly herein. Additional steps may
be performed before, after and/or during the method 2300.
Similarly, one may recognize other portions of a device that
may benefit from the methods described herein. It is also
understood that parts of the semiconductor device 2400 may
be fabricated by CMOS technology and thus, some processes
are only described briefly herein. Further, the semiconductor
device 2400 may include various other devices and features,
such as additional transistors, bipolar junction transistors,
resistors, capacitors, diodes, fuses, etc., but is simplified for a
better understanding of the inventive concepts of the present
disclosure. The semiconductor device 2400 may include a
plurality of devices interconnected.

The method 2300 begins at block 2302 where a semicon-
ductor substrate is provided. The semiconductor substrate
may be substantially similar to as discussed above with ref-
erence to the semiconductor substrate 102 of the semiconduc-
tor device 100, described with reference to FIGS. 1A and 1B.
In an embodiment, the semiconductor substrate includes a
plurality of fins extending from the substrate. An isolation
region (e.g., STI feature) may interpose the fins as discussed
above with reference to the semiconductor device 100. Refer-
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ring to the example of FIGS. 24 A and 24B, a semiconductor
device 2400 includes a substrate 102 having a plurality of fins
104. The semiconductor device 2400 may be substantially
similar to the semiconductor device 100, described above
with reference to FIGS. 1A and 1B.

A gate structure may be disposed on the substrate. In an
embodiment, the gate structure is formed on and/or around a
fin extending from the substrate. The gate structure may
include a plurality of layers such as gate dielectric layers, gate
electrode layers, capping layers, hard mask layers, and/or
other suitable layers. In an embodiment, the gate structure is
sacrificial such as provided in a replacement gate method of
forming a metal gate structure. Referring to the example of
FIGS. 26A and 26B, a gate structure 108 is disposed on the
substrate 102. Specifically, gate structures 108 are disposed
on the fin 104. Each gate structure 108 traverses the fin 104,
separating a source region from a drain region and defining a
channel region. The gate structure 108 may be substantially
similar to as discussed above with reference to the gate struc-
ture 108 of the semiconductor device 100 of FIGS. 1A and
1B.

The method 2300 then proceeds to block 2304 where a
source/drain epitaxial region is grown on the substrate. In an
embodiment, a recess is etched in the fin at one or more of the
source and/or drain regions. The recess may be etched using
suitable etching technology such as dry etching, plasma etch-
ing, wet etching, and the like. In an embodiment, one or more
photolithography processes are used to form masking ele-
ments such that the remaining regions of the substrate are
protected from the etching process. In an embodiment, the
epitaxial region is grown in the recessed region of the fin.

The epitaxial region is grown in/on/surrounding the fin(s).
The epitaxial region may be grown by solid-phase epitaxy
(SPE). The SPE process may convert an amorphous region of
semiconductor material to crystalline structure to form the
epitaxial region. In other embodiments, other epitaxial
growth processes may be used such as vapor-phase epitaxy.
The epitaxial region may include silicon, silicon phosphorus,
(SiP), or silicon phosphorus carbide (SiPC). Other exemplary
epitaxial compositions include germanium, gallium arsenide,
gallium nitride, aluminum gallium indium phosphide, silicon
germanium, silicon carbide, and/or other possible composi-
tions. In an embodiment, impurities are added to the epitaxial
layer during the growth (e.g., in-situ doping). Exemplary
dopants include arsenic, phosphorous, antimony, boron,
boron di-fluoride, and/or other possible impurities.

Referring to the example of FIGS. 24 A and 24B, a source/
drain region 2402 is provided on the substrate 102. The
source/drain region 2402 includes an epitaxially-grown
region.

The method 2300 then proceeds to block 2306 where one
or more implantation processes are performed. The implan-
tation process(es) may include a pre-amorphous implantation
(PAI) and/or a junction forming implantation process (e.g., a
source/drain extension forming implant.) A PAI process may
implant a target region of the substrate, damaging the lattice
structure of the target region and forming amorphized
regions. The implantation process may include implanting
species such as germanium (Ge), silicon (Si), carbon (C),
xenon (Xe), and/or other suitable species. The PAI process
may be performed at an energy of between approximately 0.5
keV and approximately 30 keV. In an embodiment, the PAI
process is a substantially vertical implant (e.g., perpendicular
to a top surface of the substrate.) In an embodiment, the PAI
process is a tilt implant. The tilt angle may be between
approximately O degrees and approximately 30 degrees. The
junction implantation may be performed separately or in-situ
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with a PAI process. The junction implantation may provide
suitable dopants (e.g., n-type, p-type) to form a doped region
to provide a suitable p-n junction for the semiconductor
device. The implantation to form the junction may include
introducing n-type or p-type dopants. Exemplary dopants
include arsenic, phosphorous, antimony, boron, boron di-
fluoride, and/or other possible impurities.

Referring to the example of FIGS. 25A and 25B, an
implantation 2502 is incident the substrate 102. The implan-
tation 2502 forms implanted regions 2504 of the region 2402,
described above with reference to FIGS. 24A and 24B. In an
embodiment, the regions 2504 are amorphized. The implan-
tation 2502 may provide suitable dopants (e.g., n-type or
p-type dopants) to provide a suitably doped source/drain
region 2504 of the device. In the present embodiment, the
regions 2504 provide a source and drain region of semicon-
ductor device 2400.

The method 2300 then proceeds to block 2308 where a
buffer layer is formed on the substrate. In an embodiment, the
buffer layer is between approximately 20 Angstroms (A) and
approximately 100 A in thickness. In an embodiment, the
buffer layer may be between approximately 2 nm and
approximately 5 nm in thickness. These thicknesses are by
way of example and not intended to be limiting. In an embodi-
ment, the buffer layer is an oxide such as silicon oxide.
However, other compositions may be possible. Referring to
the example of FIGS. 26A and 26B, a buffer layer 402 is
formed on the substrate 102.

As described above, an implantation (e.g., PAI and/or junc-
tion implant) is performed prior to the formation of a buffer
layer. However, in other embodiments, a buffer layer may be
formed prior to the implantation process of block 2306. In
other words, block 2308 may precede block 2306.

The method 2300 then proceeds to block 2310 where a
stress film is formed on the substrate. The stress film may also
be referred to as a stress inducing film In an embodiment, the
stress layer is a stress memorization technique (SMT) film.
The stress layer may be provided over the device in which
stress is desired and the stress of the stress film can be created
and transferred to an underlying features/layers. In an
embodiment, the stress film is silicon nitride (SiN). The stress
film may have a thickness between approximately 200 A and
approximately 400 A, by way of example. The stress film may
have a compressive strain—e.g., be a compressive stress film.
(It is noted that the compressive strain of the stress film may
be converted to a tensile strain in a fin after block 1512). In an
embodiment, the stress film is between approximately 10 nm
and approximately 40 nm in thickness. The stress film may be
formed by plasma enhanced chemical vapor deposition
(PECVD) and/or other suitable processes. Referring to the
example of FIGS. 27A and 27B, a stress film 502 is disposed
on the substrate 102. The stress film 502 may be a compres-
sive stress film.

The method 2300 then proceeds to block 2312 where a
stress inducing and/or junction forming process or treatment
is performed. In an embodiment, the treatment includes an
anneal process. The anneal may include a rapid thermal
anneal (RTA), a single strand anneal (SSA), a laser anneal, a
flash anneal, a furnace anneal and/or other suitable processes.
In an embodiment, the treatment transfers a compressive
strain of the stress film to provide a tensile stress to underlying
regions of the device, such as the fin and/or a channel region
of'the fin. Referring to the example of FIGS. 28A and 28B, a
strain (or stress) 2802 is provided in region 2804. The strain/
stress 2802 is generated by the stress film and/or treatment
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processes. The process of block 2312 may also serve to form
the appropriate p-n junction depth for the semiconductor
device 2400.

The method 2300 then proceeds to block 2314 where the
stress film and/or buffer film is stripped from the substrate.
The stress film and/or buffer film may be stripped using
suitable etching techniques such as wet etch. The stress film
and buffer film may be removed in a single process or a
plurality of processes (e.g., distinct removal of each film).
The strain induced by the stress film may remain after the
stress layer is removed, for example, as the stress has been
transferred and “memorized” by the fin region. Referring to
the example of FIGS. 29 A and 29B, the stress film 502 and the
buffer layer 402 have been removed from the substrate. The
strain 2802 remains in the fin 104. The strain 2802 may
provide a symmetrical strain on the channel region of the
semiconductor device 2400.

The method 2300 may continue to include further CMOS
or MOS technology processing to form various features
known in the art. Further exemplary processes that may be
performed include the formation of contact features coupled
to the gate structure and/or source/drain regions and a multi-
layer interconnect (MLI) having via and interconnect lines
that may interconnect one or more semiconductor devices
formed on the substrate. In an embodiment, the gate structure
described above is a sacrificial gate structure and a replace-
ment gate is formed using a suitable replacement gate (e.g.,
gate last) methodology.

Thus, it will be appreciated that provided are methods and
devices that provide for a stressed/strain region in one or more
regions of a finFET device. The strained region is provided by
transferring stress from an overlying (sacrificial) stressing
layer. The strained region may provide a stress onto the chan-
nel region of the finFET device (e.g., underlying the gate
structure). In an embodiment, a tensile strain is provided in
the channel region. The present disclosure provides advan-
tages as proper channel stress can enhance transistor perfor-
mance including carrier mobility.

It is understood that different embodiments disclosed
herein offer different disclosure, and that they may make
various changes, substitutions and alterations herein without
departing from the spirit and scope of the present disclosure.
For example, the embodiments disclosed herein describe for-
mation of a tensile stress in a fin region. However, other
embodiments may include forming a compressive stress in fin
region by providing the relevant stress layer (e.g., stress-
transferring layer) overlying the fin region. Examples of com-
pressive stress generating films may include metal nitride
compositions.

What is claimed is:
1. A method of fabricating a fin-type field effect transistor,
comprising:

providing a substrate having a plurality of fins;

forming a gate structure on the fin, wherein the gate struc-
ture interfaces at least two sides of one or more of the
plurality of fins;

growing an epitaxial region on the substrate, wherein the
epitaxial region interfaces with each of the plurality of
fins;
performing a pre-amorphous implantation (PAI) process

on the epitaxial region;

forming a stress layer on the epitaxial region after the PAI
process; and

treating the substrate and the stress layer, wherein the treat-
ing transfers a stress from the stress layer to the epitaxial
region.
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2. The method of claim 1, wherein the transferred stress
provides a tensile strain in a channel region of each of the
plurality of fins.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the treating includes an
anneal selected from the group consisting of a rapid thermal
anneal (RTA), a laser anneal, a flash anneal, and a furnace
anneal.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

stripping the stress layer after the treating the substrate.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

implanting the epitaxial region to form one of an n-type and

a p-type region.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

forming a buffer layer on the epitaxial region prior to

performing the PAI process.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

forming a buffer layer on the epitaxial region and underly-

ing the stress layer, wherein the forming the buffer layer
is performed after performing the PAI process.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

performing a junction implant process on the epitaxial

region prior to forming the stress layer.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the growing the epi-
taxial region includes providing a contiguous epitaxial region
that interfaces with each of the plurality of fins.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the plurality of fins
includes at least four fins.

11. A method of fabricating a fin-type field effect transistor,
comprising:

providing a substrate having a first and a second fins;

growing an contiguous epitaxial region on the first and

second fins, wherein the contiguous epitaxial region
merges the first and second fins;

performing a pre-amorphous implantation (PAI) process

on the contiguous epitaxial region;

forming a stress layer on the contiguous epitaxial region

after the PAI process; and

annealing the substrate including the stress layer.
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12. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

forming a gate structure on a plurality of surfaces of each of

the first and second fins.

13. The method of claim 11, wherein the forming the stress
layer forms the stress layer such that it does not interpose the
first and second fin.

14. The method of claim 11, further comprising:

etching a recess in each of the first and the second fins; and

wherein the growing the contiguous epitaxial region

includes growing epitaxial material in the recesses.

15. The method of claim 11, wherein the growing the
contiguous epitaxial region includes performing a solid-
phase epitaxy process.

16. The method of claim 11, wherein the growing the
contiguous epitaxial region includes doping epitaxial mate-
rial with an impurity.

17. A method of fabricating a transistor, comprising:

growing an epitaxial region on a plurality of fins of a

semiconductor substrate, wherein the epitaxial region
interfaces with each of the plurality of fins;

performing a pre-amorphous implantation (PAI) process

on the epitaxial region to form an amorphized epitaxial
region;

forming a compressive layer on the amorphized epitaxial

region after the PAI process;

treating the substrate and the compressive layer, wherein

the treating transfers a stress from the compressive layer
to the amorphized epitaxial region.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the transferred stress
provides a tensile strain in a channel region of each of the
plurality of fins.

19. The method of claim 17, further comprising:

performing a junction implant process on the epitaxial

region prior to forming the compressive layer.

20. The method of claim 19, further comprising:

forming a buffer layer on the epitaxial region and underly-

ing the compressive layer, wherein the forming the
buffer layer is performed after performing the PAI pro-
cess.



